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Environmental Monitoring Policy 
 

The Greater Harrington Historical Society is commited to providing preserva�on-
level condi�ons in spaces where objects are exhibited or stored. Although the 
Curator leads the efforts in managing these environments, it is the en�re Museum 
staff’s responsibility to uphold standards as well as address and report issues. 

Environmental monitoring documenta�on is essen�al for understanding the 
outside weather fluctua�ons and the ability of the building hea�ng, ven�la�ng, 
and air condi�oning (HVAC) system to control and minimize the change inside the 
building. Change is to be expected with seasonal fluctua�ons, but to preserve the 
collec�ons of GHHS, it is important to minimize fluctua�ons. Environmental 
measurements will be recorded with data loggers. Records will be kept for a 
minimum period of three years.    

The HVAC system allows �ght humidity control (+/- 2% in storage, +/- 5% in offices 
and galleries) in Collec�ons Storage and all the exhibit galleries. The Curator 
oversees the automated systems. The Curator monitors the climate with 
dataloggers in cri�cal areas.  

In 2009, the American Ins�tute for Conserva�on (AIC) developed a working group 
to recommend new environmental requirements for loans (as requested by the 
American Associa�on of Museum Directors) that reflect current research in this 
area. The AIC group established interim guidelines in 2010, which will be further 
refined in the coming years. The interim range guidelines are:  

 

Recommended Goal  Recommended Range 

Temperature   70 F  59 – 77 F   

Rela�ve Humidity 45 - 55% +/- 5%  

 

Keep in mind that these are broad and general guidelines. While it is important to 
be aware of these specifica�ons, even more vital than reaching ideal temperature 



and rela�ve humidity set points is to have an environment that does not have 
extreme fluctua�on.  

Extremes in rela�ve humidity (below 40% and above 60%) can poten�ally cause 
irreversible physical damage in many objects. Some ar�facts will be beter 
preserved in low RH ranges; for example, most photographic materials should 
ideally be stored at 20-40% RH. Complex objects that are constrained (e.g. scrolls 
with their composite layers of materials, furniture, and wooden frames) require 
�ghter parameters, as the different materials will expand and contract at different 
rates. Varia�ons in temperature are generally beter tolerated than varia�ons in 
RH.  However, higher temperatures increase the rate of chemical reac�ons, 
including those that decay paper-based materials.  

Environmental Monitoring 

Monitoring, recording, and analyzing exis�ng environmental condi�ons for the 
collec�ons is an essen�al step in ins�tu�ng and maintaining a stable environment 
that meets conserva�on standards. Monitoring helps to establish baseline 
temperatures and rela�ve humidity for building spaces. Monitoring is also a useful 
tool in gathering hard data on the environmental extremes in areas where 
collec�ons are used and stored.  

To achieve these goals, GHHS has implemented the following policies effec�ve July 
1, 2023 

• GHHS has begun to conduct environmental monitoring throughout its 
buildings. Each building has one monitor with plans to purchase more as funds 
permit. These are in the following loca�ons: 

1. Annex – Bank Teller Counter, le� inside shelf 
2. Church – Top shelf of lectern 
3. Block Tower – First Floor, right side of display shelves.  

• Each Data logger stores informa�on for 30 days. The Curator will retrieve 
the data on or about the 1st Sunday of every month. 

• The data gathered will then be analyzed when it is retrieved. The 
informa�on will include systema�c recording of weather condi�ons and events in 
the building that would affect environmental condi�ons, such as a pipe leak or 



system shut down. (See the Appendix for the form used for data collec�on. The 
master form can be found on the curator’s computer desktop) 

• Ac�ons will be taken should that data indicate that HVAC systems are 
func�oning outside the desired set points.  

• Once a new full year of data has been collected for the spaces, have the 
informa�on analyzed, if any no�ced significant issues are noted, an environmental 
specialist familiar with the care of museum, library, and archives collec�ons 
materials shall be contacted to review the data and make recommenda�ons 
regarding upgrades or modifica�ons that can be made to the HVAC systems. Even 
if it is unrealis�c to modify the HVAC systems, the data will give GHHS the 
informa�on necessary to make decisions regarding more stringent housing for 
sensi�ve materials and determine if materials need to be moved within the 
building or to a more reliably climate controlled offsite storage facility.  If system 
upgrades are made or new systems are installed, staff will con�nue to collect data 
to ensure that the systems are working to specifica�ons. 

This policy shall be reviewed every three years for accuracy and changes. 
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Appendix 

Sample Data Logger Sheet 

 


